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SOVIET INTELLIGENCE IN ASIA 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1959 


U.S. SENATE, 
SerpcoMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
of THE INTERNAL Securiry ACr anpD OrHer INTERNAL 
Securtiry LAWS, OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE J UDICIARY, 
Wash ington, DC. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:25 a.m., in room 
9300, New Senate Office Building, Senator Thomas J. Dodd presiding. 

Also present: J. G. Sourwine, “chief counsel. 

Senator Dopp. Will you st: and? Will you raise your right hand? 
Do you solemnly swear the testimony you give before this subcommit- 


tee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God ¢ 


Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes, sir; I swear. 


TESTIMONY OF ALEKSANDR YURIEVICH KASNAKHEYEV 


Mr. Sourwrnz. Would you give the reporter your full name, please? 
Mr. Kasnaxneyev. My name is Aleksandr Kasnakheyev. 

Mr. Sourwine. Where were you born? 

Mr. KAsnaAkuHEYEV. I was born in Moscow, April 25, 1932. 

Mr. SourwiNnp. Your father was an electrical engineer employed as 


an electronics specialist by the Radio Institute of the Academy of Sci- 
2 
ence ? 


Mr. KAsNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. SourwIneE. Your mother was originally a nurse but studied and 
received a doctor’s degree in 1941 as a general practitioner but never 
actually practiced medicine? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you have any brothers and sisters? 

Mr. KasnaKkueyeEv. No. 

Mr. SouRwi1neE. Are you married ? 

Mr. Kasnaxneyev. Divorced. 

Mr. SourwiNe. And you have one son? 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes. 


Mr. Sourwine. Are you a member of the Communist Party of the 
USS.R.? 


Mr. KAsNAKuHEYEV. No. 


Mr. Sourwinr. Were you formerly a member of the CP, U.S.S.R.? 
Mr. Kasnaxueyev. No. 

Mr. Sourwins. You never were a member of the Communist Party? 
Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. No; I was a member of the Komsomol. 

Mr, Sourwine. That is the Communist organization ? 
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Mr. KAsNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you consider yourself as a Communist ? 

Mr. KasnakuHeEYEV. No. 

Mr. Sourwtne. You did not. Did you ever serve in Soviet intelli. 
gence ? 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwtne. You defected from the Soviet service? 

Mr. KasnNaKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. When was that? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. It was on June 24 this year. 

Mr. Sourwine. Will you tell us why you made that break? 

Mr. Kasnakuryry. There are different reasons. The main one is 
that I hated communism, especially the Communist regime that exists 
in the Soviet Union, as I consider it to be evil and its existence to be 
harmful for my motherland and my own Russian people. This is 
the first reason of my hatred of communism. 

I was in position to give some small modest contribution to struggle 
for freedom of my own people as I worked in Soviet Embassy ‘and 
Soviet intelligence : and exposure of deeds of Soviet Gov ernment and 
Soviet intelligence i in southeast Asia, and the very fact of my defec- 
tion can be a small contribution, my contribution to struggle of my 
own people for freedom and independence. 

The second reason was that I felt myself to like the country of as- 
signment, Burma. I like that country, and my liking put upon me 
some sort of obligation to that country. I felt my self in position to 
help Burmese people to preserve their freedom and independence. So 
that was the second of my reasons. Another of my reasons was that 
I know the struggle of all free world and free nations aaginst com- 
munism. I wanted to participate in that struggle. 

Mr. Sourwine. It appears that you make a firm distinction in your 
mind between the U.S.S.R. and Russia. This is true; is it not? 

Mr. KaAsNAKHEYEV. Yes, between Soviet Government and Com- 
munist Party as they represented Communist regime in the Soviet 
Union and people of the country. I make very great distinction be- 
tween them. 

Mr. Sourwine. The U.S.S.R. in your view is not Russian? 

Mr. Kasnaxneyev. No. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Do you consider the Russian people as one of the 
subject peoples of the U.S.S.R? 

Mr. Kasnakueyety. Yes; I consider Russian people to be the first 

‘aptive nation, the first victim of communism that suffered the most, 
perhaps more than any other nation, and that continued to suffer most 
from communism. And I know my own experience that the Russian 
nation, people, the Russians, among all the peoples of the Soviet Union 
are the first victim of communism and the first enemy of communism. 

Mr. Sourwine. Will you tell us of your schooling? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. I To from high school in 1951. 

And that was in Moscow. I studied from 1951 until 1954 in the 
Oriental Institut, Chinese department. Then from 1954 to 1956 I 
studied in International Relations Institute, the institute that be 
longed to the Foreign Office of the U.S.S.R. I graduated actually in 
1956 but offic ‘ially in 1957. I already had my bachelor’s 1 year before, 

Mr. Sourwrnz. You dropped out of school for a while in 1949; is 
that correct ? 
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Mr. KASNAKHBEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. SourwineE. And what did you do after you left school ? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. At that time I was a so-called Stilyaga. 

Mr. Sourwine. That is a term characterizing Soviet youths rang- 
ing from juvenile delinquents and criminals to the intellectual non- 
conformists ? ; 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. SourwIne. It is a broad term. 

Mr. KASNAKHEYEV. It is a broad term such as Teddy Boys. 

Mr. Sourwrne. The English Teddy Boys. 

Mr. KASNAKHEYEV. Yes; but approximately at the end of 1949— 
I was disillusioned with this. 

Mr. Sourwine. Are there many Stilyagi? 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes; very many. It is not a movement. It is 
spontaneous action of youth, but quite definitely it is some sort of ex- 
pression, basic expression of opposition to the regime. It is expression 
of disillusionment of youth, of the conditions they live in, disillusion- 
ment with the teachings of the party and all that they are as the 
slaves of the Communist regime. 

Mr. Sourwine. You returned to school in the fall of 1949? 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Attended Evening School No. 49 in Moscow ? 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Until 1951? 

Mr. KAsSNAKHEYEV. 1951. 

Mr. Sourw1ne. When did you join the Komsomol ? 

Mr. KAsNAKHEYEV. I joined Komsomol in 1951. 

Mr. Sourwtne. In Moscow ? 

Mr. KAsNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Why did you join? 

Mr. Kasnaxnerev. I joined Komsomol because only this could open 
doors of institut to me. If I wasn’t member of Komsomol I couldn't 
get higher education. I found that approximately 30 percent of the 
people who entered the institut together with me, joined Komsomol 
only 2 or 3 months before application to the institut. I joined 
because of pressure from my father; it was just a necessity of life. 
Ninety-nine percent of youth are Komsomol. It becomes as com- 
pulsory as being citizen of the U.S.S.R. If you are a citizen of the 
US.S.R., you can’t avoid being a member of Komsomol as a youth, 
because it is dangerous other wise. 

Mr. Sourwine. Now your joining the Komsomol helped you to sue- 
ceed in your objective of going to the Oriental Institute ? 

Mr. Kasnaxneyev. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwrnz. And you went there beginning in 1951? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwrne. And continuing until 1954? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. While you were in the Komsomol, did you ever see 
any instances or incidents of dissatisfaction with communism in that 
organization 2 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. Yes; first of all, I don’t want to tie the name 
of Komsomol to dissatisfaction ; I stress that. Komsomol, this is a 
compulsory organization, participation in which is compulsory for 
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all. There was definite dissatisfaction among youth in the outbursts 
during Hungarian revolution and immedi: ately after. For instance, 
there were disturbances in Moscow University. I know ex Xactly ag 
my father’s close friend is a dean of physics-mathematical fac ulty in 
Moscow University, and immediately after Hungarian revolution 
approximately 1,000—I don’t know exact number, ~ perhaps between 
600 and 1,000 students of that faculty held a Komsomol meeting at 
which they adopted a unanimous resolution whic h was sent to central 
committee of the Communist Party of the U.S.S.R. In that. regoly. 
tion they demanded stopping of jamming of foreign broadcasts, free 
distribution of foreign press, and the most signific. ant, the introdue. 
tion of a two-party system. 

In effect, it was demand to liquidate Communist one-party dictator. 
ship in the Soviet Union. That resolution was sent to central com. 
mittee, and I know that Khrushchev personally spent the whole week 
in Moscow University leading the investigation on how it was organ- 
ized and who organized it. As there were some 1,000 students, it 
was evident that so many could not adopt such a resolution spontane- 
ously. It was organized. I know that approximately the s same reso- 
lution with the same demands was adopted at Komsomol meeting in 
High Technical School of Bauman. I had an uncle who works at 
that institute. He told me. At the same time there were in Lenin- 
grad, open student demonstrations on the street. Student disturbances 
were all over Soviet Union, in many cities and in many universities, 

I think that that was very clear indication of dissatisfaction. I have 
had my own personal experience in showing this dissatisfaction. 

In 1956 I was still at International Relations Institute, and I have 
to say that in this institute students are recruited 50 percent from party 
members and officers of Soviet intelligence. Other 50, they are trusted 
Komsomol members or very active Komsomol members and the chil- 
dren of top-ranking people in Government. 

Another thing that a student can enter this institute only by recon- 
mendation of a regional party committee, not even Komosomol con- 
mittee. This institute is closed. Even at that institute during the 
Hungarian revolution some sort of demonstration took place. 

I was myself present at a Komosomol meeting with approximately 
400 or 500 students, at which a group of Hungarian students asked 
permission to make a statement. 

They were allowed and their representative before this hall of stu- 
dents read the written statement, which told that while sitting in this 
hall Soviet tanks crashed through Budapest streets, killed women, 
children, youth, workers, and suppressed Hungarian freedom. It 
was very short statement. There were several party leaders were 
present at that meeting. 

They tried to stop these Hungarian students speaking, but what 
was significant, the whole hall, all these 400 or 500 students—you 
should remember who they were—they kept silent for 4 or 5 minutes. 
It was dead silence. It was completely definite that it was silent 
demonstration. 

It was silent demonstration, and it was recognized not only by 
students but was recognized also by party Komsomol committee. It 
was closed for several days after this. ‘There was not an investigation 
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because nobody made open demonstration, but it was silent demonstra- 
tion even at that institute. 

Mr. Sourwine. What languages do you speak besides Russian and 
English ¢ 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEYV. I speak Burmese. Formerly I started Chinese 
but I have not used it since approximately 1955. I stopped studying 
and using Chinese, so I have practically for gotten it. 

Mr. Sourwine. You studied both C hinese and English at the Ori- 
ental Institute of the Academy of Sciences in Moscow ? ? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. No: I beg your pardon. That institute I 
studied in, was not Oriental Institute of Academy of Sciences. There 
are two institutes. One institute belongs to Minist ry of Higher Edu- 
eation. The Oriental Institute. It was closed, liquidated in 1954, 
but there is another institute, Oriental Institute of Academy of 
Sciences of the U.S.S.R. are headed by Gafurov, member of central 
committee. 

Mr. Sourwine. To make this clear, the Oriental Institute was closed 
in 1953. 

Mr. KASNAKHEYEV. 1954. 

Mr. Sourwine. In 1954. Half, the upper half of the Oriental In- 
stitute student body was transferred to the International Relations 
Institute in 1953. 

Mr. KasnNAKHEYEV. No. One-fourth of students in that Oriental 
Institute were transfer ey to International Relations Institute. 

Mr. Sourwine. In 1953? 

Mr. KasnaxuFyev. In 1954. But this institute experienced some 

sort of purges. Fifty percent of students were expelled from this in- 
stitute in 1953, a in 1954 again one-half of students were expelled 
and half were transferred to . Internation: il Relations Institute. 

Mr. SourwINeE. So that your study of the Burmese language was at 
the International Relations Institute, the eastern department of the 
International Relations Institute? 

Mr. KAsNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you thereafter take a state examination and 
receive a diploma as a specialist in eastern affairs ? 

Mr. KASNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. SourwINneE. That was in September of 1956 ? 

Mr. KaAsNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. When did you first go to Burma? 

Mr. Kasnakueyevy. I first went to Burma in March 1957. 

Mr. Sourwrve. You went there to complete your language and area 
training ? 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. You went as an information officer attached to the 
Soviet Embassy in Rangoon ? 

Mr. KasnNAKHEYEV. Y es. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Did you while there work on the compilation of a 
Burmese-Russian dictionary ? ? 

Mr. Kasnaknryev. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Have you had substantial experience in editing 

translations from Russian and to Burmese ? 

Mr. Kasnaxneyev. Yes. 


48853—59——_2 








6 SOVIET INTELLIGENCE IN ASIA 


Mr. Sourwine. How about translations from Burmese to Russia! 
Mr. Kasnaxueyev. During that period of 6 months, when I wag 
assigned to improve my knowledge of Burma and Burmese language 
I made some translations for the Embassy. . 

Mr. Sourwine. How long were you in Burma? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. I was in Burma from March 1957 practically 
up to June 1959. } 

Mr. Sourwine. You were on your language and area study pro. 
gram from March to December of 1957; were you not! March to 
September ? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. I had the first part of my assignment to Burma 
from March up to September. Then I returned to Moscow and I was 
in Moscow from end of September up to beginning of December 1957, 

Mr. Sourwine. When you went back to Burma / 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. And remained there until June of 1959 ? 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwtne. During November of 1957 did you travel to various 
parts of the Soviet Union? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyrey. Yes; I traveled during November and beginning 
of December. We had a Burmese Government delegation. 

Mr. Sourwrne. You were interpreter-guide for a Burmese Govern- 
ment delegation ¢ 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. I was not exactly interpreter-guide. I was 
assigned to that delegation to help them—first to get acquainted with 
members of the delegation as my first task. The second, to listen to 
their talk, private talks in Burmese as they suspected that there were 
no Burmese around them, and to report these talks. 

Mr. Sourwine. To report ? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. No; my knowledge of Burmese wasn’t so good 
at that time, and I couldn’t do this. 

Mr. Sourwine. Who headed that Burmese delegation ? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. That delegation was headed by former Deputy 
Prime Minister of Burma U Kayaw Nyein. 

Mr. Sourwine. Now in what capacity did you go back to Burma 
in late 1957 ? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. In late 1957 I went to Burma in capacity of 
information officer. 

Mr. Sourwine. For the foreign office ? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. For foreign office. I have to say here that this 
title, information officer, is not completely equivalent to title of in- 
formation officer used in your system. Information officer in Soviet 
Embassy is the smallest, lowest diplomatic rank. It has nothing in 
common with press. 

Mr. Sourwine. When were you recruited to work for Soviet intelli- 
gence? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. I was recruited beginning of December, just 1 
day before my departure from Moscow. 

Mr. Sourwine. What were your duties as an intelligence agent 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. My duties were stated to me at the day of ex- 
actly the process of my recruitment. I was assigned first of all to 
translate from Burmese into Russian the documents and all material 


obtained by Soviet intelligence in Burma, and if needed, to translate 
from Russian to Burmese. 
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The second of my duties was to get acquainted with politicians, with 
representativ es of different political parties in Burma in order to get 

yaluable information about Government offices, about political parties. 
The third to promote my friendship, to choose the most valuable, the 
most interesting from point of view of Soviet intelligence, politicians, 
to promote my friendship with them in order to convert them into 
paid Soviet agents. 

The third was to get acquainted with foreigners in Burma. Mem- 
pers of foreign missions and embassies in Rangoon in order to gather 
information about work of foreign embassies and to penetrate the 
embassies. First mentioned was the U.S. Embassy, U.S. personnel 
in Rangoon. My last task was to look at behavior and morality of 
other Soviet citizens in Burma and report on them. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did Soviet officials other than your intelligence 
contacts know of your connection with Soviet intelligence ? 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. No; nobody knows. 

Mr. SourwiNneE. Were you told not to reveal your intelligence activi- 
ties even to other Soviet officials. 

Mr. KasnaKHEYEV. I was ordered not to reveal my participation in 
work for Soviet intelligence to other members of Soviet Embassy, even 
to Ambassador himself. 

Mr. Sourwine. So you had two jobs. One was your cover job as a 
lower grade diplomat. 

Mr. KAsNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. And the other was your job as an intelligence 
agent. Did you make many friends in Burma? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. Yes. I made many frends in Burma. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you report to Soviet intelligence on all of the 
friends you made in Burma? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. I report to Soviet intelligence about material I 
gathered from my friends, but I report names of my acquaintances. 
I never report names of my friends. 

Mr. Sourwrine. That would seem to indicate that even at that time 
you had in your own mind broken with Soviet intelligence. You were 
not serving them wholeheartedly. 

Mr. Kasnaxneyev. I was not serving them wholeheartedly. First 
of all, I was not participating in that organization wholeheartedly. In 
Moscow I was recruited by former first secretary of Soviet Embassy 
and chief of Soviet intelligence in Burma Vladimirus. He invited me 
to get. acquainted with my future colleague. He invited me to Hotel 
Moscow, and introduced me to Boris Antolievich Galashin. 

Galashin told me “We are from political intelligence service. We 
choose you to work for us.” 

And then he made me—it was not proposal, it was an order. There 
was no way for me to refuse. He just acknowledged to me that I was 
chosen because of my good knowledge of Burma and Burmese lan- 
guage. Then I was given paper to sign which was an oath that I 
would keep dead silence about all secrets given to me; that I would 
do my best to fulfill obligations assigned to me. And, the paper 
finished, with the sentence that if I w illingly or unwillingly revealed 
state secrets, I should be ready to meet any sort of punishment, in- 
cluding death penalty. 
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That recruitment wasn’t voluntary. Nobody asked me whether ] 
wanted it or not. I was just ordered to participate in this organi. 
zation. 

Mr. Sourwine. You were drafted for the job ? 

Mr. Kasnaxueryry. Yes. So when I arrived in Burma I was jp. 
mediately contacted by my future boss in Intelligence Service, and | 
fulfilled his orders. There was no way for me to avoid fulfilling his 
orders. In the main, my obligation was translation of documents, 
secret intelligence documents from Burmese into Russian. Another 
obligation was getting connections with politicians in order to get 
information. 

I was all the time pressed to do this. And I had to do this in order 
to get my freedom. If I stopped getting this information, giving 
this information. I would definitely be violating my oath, sent back 
to Moscow, and be deprived of the relative freedom I had in Burma. 

Mr. Sourwine. You mentioned your chief in intelligence in Burma, 
Who was that ? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. He was Ivan Vozniy, he was a colonel of state 
security, and first secretary of the Soviet Embassy. 

Mr. Sourwine. His cover job was first secretary ? 

Mr. KasnNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. When you defected, Mr. Kasnakheyev, why did you 
defect to the United States rather than to the Burmese ? 

Mr. Kasnaxneyev. Honestly, at first my intention—after I decided 
to defect, at the end of 1958 and up to February, I had idea that my 
defection will be valuable and personally my interests would be met if 
[ defected to Burmese Government. 

Then I started understudying and getting the idea that my defection 
could be only valuable if I defected to the U.S. Government and asked 
asylum. My step couldn’t be effective if handled by Burmese 
(yovernment. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did you consider the United States the world leader 
in the fight against communism ? 

Mr. Kasnanuerev. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwixe. You felt then that this was the logical place for 
you? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Have the Far East and the Near East been divided 
into spheres of influence between the Soviets and the Chinese 
Communists ? 

Mr. Kasnaxuryev. I never seen any written document about this 
division, and somehow I think that such document in reality doesn’t 
exist. But I have many facts I gathered during my work that says 
there is a recognized division of sphere of influence in southeast Asia 
between China and Soviet Union. 

Mr. Sourw1ne. What areas are in the U.S.S.R. sphere / 

Mr. Kasnaxuerev. More or less ace urately I can guess that India, 
Afghanistan and all countries 

Mr. Sourwine. The Arabic States? 

Mr. Kasnaknnyev. Y es; Arab. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Africa? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. I don’t know about Africa. 

Mr. Sourwine. Ceylon? 








el 
tr 
ec 


sh 


Wi 


im- 
dl 
his 
hts, 
her 
get 


der 
ing 
ack 
ma, 
ma. 


ate 


vou 


led 
my 
t if 
ion 
ked 


ese 
der 
for 
led 
ese 
his 
n't 


ays 
sla 


lia, 


SOVIET INTELLIGENCE IN ASIA 9 


Mr. KAsNAKHEYEV. Ceylon is in the sphere of influence and sphere 
of interests of the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Sourwrne. What areas are in the Chinese Communist sphere? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. In sphere of influence of Communist China are 
Burma, Cambodia, Thailand, Malaya, Laos, Vietnam, and probably 
Indonesia. 

Mr. Sourwine. Indonesia is not ? 

Mr. KaAsNAKHEYEV. Indonesia ? 

Mr. Sourwine. Is Indonesia a sort of no man’s land or is it in the 
Soviet sphere of influence ? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. I think it is sphere of influence of both Chinese 
and Soviet. 

Mr. Sourwtne. They cooperate in that ? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. They cooperate in this area. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Does the sphere of influence of the Chinese Com- 
munists include the Philippine Islands ? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. I don't know this. 

Mr. Sourwrne. You say this division of spheres of influence is well 
recognized, that you meet this many times, but that you never saw an 
oficial document which declared it to be so. 

Mr. KAsNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwtnr. When Chinese Communists created a border inci- 
dent with India, was this a violation of the division of spheres of 
influence ? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. Yes, it was definite violation, and the stand of 
the Soviet Government was very clear indication that Chinese violated 
this sphere of influence. For the first time in history the Soviet Com- 
munist Government made a neutral stand in distributing between 
other Communist powers, China and the capitalistic country, India. 
That was the first time in history of Communist world. 

Mr. Sourwrne. Has there been conflict of objectives between the 
Russian Communists and the Chinese Communists over Burma? 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes; there are definite conflicts. 

Mr. Sourwine. Would you explain that? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. The main interest of Soviet Communists in for- 
eign policy are attached in Europe, Mediterranean, and Arab coun- 
tres. Afghanistan and India, India especially, are considered to 
cover the southern border of the Soviet Union. 

India is considered to be a neutral, friendly neutral. India is con- 
sidered to be an outpost against CENTO and SEATO, other coun- 
tries such as Burma, Laos, and Cambodia are considered to be valuable 
additions to Indian neutrality, and are expected to reenforce Indian 
neutrality. The main interest of Soviet foreign policy in southeast 
Asia are related to India. 

The interests of Soviet policy in Burma are aimed at keeping Burma 
as a friendly, a weak friendly neutral. The Communist insurgents 

uerrilla warfare in Burma and southeast Asia generally was started 
y orders from Moscow, after the 1947 Youth Congress in Calcutta. 
But after it became evident that the Communist insurgents’ method 
of seizing power by armed struggle had failed, and after the death 
of Stalin and new policy of Khrushchev to bring Communist govern- 
ments through parliamentary and subversive methods was adopted, 
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the Soviet Government practically abandoned hopes for success of 
Communist insurgents. 

The Red Chinese Government was given direct control over the 
Communist insurgents in Burma. I have enough facts to show that 
they exercise complete control over the Communist insurgents in 
Burma. 

Mr. Sourwine. The Red Chinese do? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyey. The Red Chinese do. They supply them and 
they train their cadres. This was even recognized openly in Soviet 
documents. Communist insurgency in the eyes of the Soviet Gov- 
ernment is not only not helpful to Soviet policy, it is even harmful 
today, as it is less stable, strengthens the anti-Communist forces and 
makes Burma less willing to oppose SEATO and the Western coun- 
tries. 

In February 1958 the Soviet Embassy sent to Moscow a report on 
Burma covering period of February 1957 up to February 1958. In 
this annual report was one very valuable suggestion, proposal of 
Soviet Embassy. It stated: 

We propose the Soviet Government through our Chinese friends advise the 
Burmese Communists to speed up their surrender and establish themselves as 
a legal Communist Party. 

On face it looks like it is this, to transfer advice to Chinese friends, 
It is recognition that Chinese hold control. But more deeply as I 
understand it, it was camouflaged advice of the Soviet Embassy to 
the Soviet Government, to exercise some pressure upon Peking to 
speed up end of civil war. 

Mr. Sourwine. Now you say that the objective of Moscow was a 
friendly neutral government in Burma. 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. What is the objective of the Chinese Com- 
munists ? 

Mr. Sourwtne. Objective of Chinese Communists not only in 
Burma but in all this area of southeast Asia is to bring Communist 
Governments into power immediately. 

Mr. Kasnaxneyev. They want a Communist government in Burma 
and in these other countries. 

They want it as soon as possible. 

Mr. Sourwine. As soon as possible. 

Mr. Kasnakueyey. As soon as possible, and immediately to secure 
their southeast borders. Basically Chinese Communists don’t believe 
in a policy of friendly neutrality. In the eyes of Chinese, the Soviet 
policy of friendly neutrality practically destroyed natural base for 
installing communism in those countries. The natural base for in- 
stalling Communist Governments in those countries is poverty—lack 
of political experience of peoples. The policy of friendly neutrality 
provide possibility for governments of those countries to obtain the 
help of Western countries, at the same time help the Soviet bloe, to 
improve living conditions of people, to reconstruct their economy. 

At the same time it gives them possibility to gain definite amount 
of political experience. In eyes of Chinese this criminal destruction, 
it is losing of time. Valuable time and valuable conditions. 

Mr. Sourwinr. Let me see if I understand this correctly. You are 
saying that the long-range objective of the Soviet Communists and 
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the Red Chinese is the same, that is eventual Communist domination 
of Burma and these other countries. 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. But that the Moscow objective for the short term 
isfriendly neutrality ? 

Mr. KASNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourw1ne. Whereas even the short term objective of the Chi- 
nese Communists is complete Communist takeover. 

Mr. Kasnarueyev. Yes. I think this basically, these basic aims 
and interests are the same of making Communist Burma. But in 
tactics they are different. 

Mr. SourwineE. Do these apparent differences between the Russian 
Communists and the Chinese Communists indicate any basic struggle 
between them ¢ 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. I think that it is my point of view that there 
are great differences between the very nature of Communist regime 
in the Soviet Union and Communist regime in China. I stress it as 
my own point of view. In Soviet Union the Communist regime is 
practically deprived of popular support, as it is not needed in the 
country. Itis not only not needed, but it is harmful. 

All policy and all deeds of Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
and Soviet Government are aimed at serving interests, selfish inter- 
ests of the preserving regime in power, not interest, real interest, of 
country and people. There is not a single vital problem in the Soviet 
Union that Communist regime can claim that only Communist Party 
can solve it. Communist regime and rule of Communist Party in 
the Soviet Union are not needed. ‘They are evil and they are harmful 
tothe country. 

In China I think there is a problem, which the Communist regime 
‘an claim only it can solve. This problem is a tremendous Chinese 
population growing at a terrific rate, and a comparatively small terri- 
tory with comparatively poor natural resources. The Chinese gov- 
ernment aims to solve this problem by territorial expansion. 

By the way, at the beginning of border clashes between China and 
India, Nehru stated in Parliament that we have to face the fact 
that the Chinese nation is an aggressive nation, plus or minus com- 
munism. 

[ think that communism, the rule of the Chinese Communist Party, 
makes this potential aggressiveness into real aggressiveness. The 
Communist Party in China initially gained the support of the Chi- 
nese people because, first of all, they promised to settle this key prob- 
lem. I allow myself to compare the situation in Communist China 
with the situation in Fascist Germany of the Hitler period. In Ger- 
many, it is a fact that the majority of the German people initially 
supported the Hitler regime. ‘They supported it in spite of concen- 
tration camps and in spite of the liquidation of their political and 
personal rights and freedoms. Why? Because there was a problem, 
great population with great aspirations on a comparatively small ter- 
ritory. The Fascist regime in Germany promised to settle this prob- 
lem, promised to meet the great German aspirations, so the German 
peo supported it. In China this was approximately the same 
initially. 
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The nature of the Communist regime in China now is basically na. 
tionalistic. There is a great Chinese nationalism under the cover of 
communism. 

Mr. Sourwrine. The differences you have said between the Russian 
communism and the Chinese Communists are primarily tactical, 
They are not differences of basic, long-range objectives. 

Mr. Kasnakuerev. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwtne. That is still true. 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. It is still true because by their very nature theg 
regimes are different although they are common at the same time, 
They are common in that both are dictatorial regimes in common cause 
they have one common enemy. That is all free world countries, 

Mr. Sourwine. They are both working for world communism. 

Mr. KAasNAKHEYEV. They are working for their own aims, but they 
are united because they have one common enemy, free world countries, 
peoples that oppose communism. They are common, secondly, be. 

cause they have one and the same mien, that is, Communist doctrine 
that they use for preserving their own power inside their countries and 
for covering their expansion abroad. 

Mr. Sourwine. The Red Chinese Government today is controlled 
by Moscow-trained Communists; is it not ? 

Mr. Kasnakueyey. | don’t think it is correct to say only that it is 
controlled by the dependence of Peiping upon Moscow. I think it is 
correct to say that the victory of the Ghinces ' Communists strength- 
ened the Communist regime in the Soviet Union tremendously. 

Mr. Sourwryr. The introduction of communism into China and its 
growth and progress was a Moscow operation from the beginning; was 
it not! 

Mr. Kasnaxneyrev. Yes; Moscow helped tremendously in installing 
Communist regime in China. 

Mr. Sourwine. The rise to power in China of Liu Shao-Chi, who is 
a Moscow-trained Communist, would not appear to indicate any weak- 
ening of the Moscow ties, would it ? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. I don’t say that ties are weakening. Quite the 
contrary, they become stronger and stronger. Nowadays this support 
is moral. Quite possibly in case of any events in China or the Soviet 
Union, this support can become military. 

Mr. Sourwtne. You said the Chinese Communists controlled the 
insurgents in Burma ? 

Mr. KasnakHeyev. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. That means of course they have supplied aid to the 
Burmese insurgents. 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. I had a friend in the Soviet Embassy who 
worked as liaison officer between Soviet Embassy and Chinese En- 
bassy. He graduated from Peking University. He told me that even 
at the time of my arrival in Burma in 1957 that Red Chinese support 
and supply Communist insurgents in Burma. I think that up to now 
Soviet Government has succeeded in pressing Peking not to interfere 
in Burmese affairs too openly. But the fact is, and that. fact is pub- 
lished in Burmese press and revealed by Burmese Government, that 
Red Chinese supply Communist insurgents, and Communist insur 
gents can exist only because of the support. 
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Quite recently, approximately 2 or 3 weeks before my defection, 
there Was a briefing in the office of Soviet Ambassador in Burma. At 
this briefing members of the Soviet Embassy discussed situation of 
the civil war and future prospects of it. At this meeting the first sec- 
retary of the Embassy, Maksin—he is an intelligence officer that works 
in very close contact with Chinese Embassy—said that the possibility 
should not be excluded that in near future, there will be a liberated re- 
gion established on Burmese territory near Chinese border. 

* Mr. SourwINe. By liberated region what did he mean ¢ 

Mr. KaAsNAKHEYEV. He meant a region on the type of liberated re- 
sions that existed in China during Communist revolution. 
~ Mr. Sourwine. He meant a region wholly under Communist con- 
trol? 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes. It will be near Chinese border. His 
words were exactly these, “remnants of Communist insurgents can take 
refuge where they will be able to reorganize, and to accumulate new 
force, where they will be easily armed, supplied and trained by Chi- 
nese Communists.” 

Mr. Sovrwine. Now perhaps we can draw a distinction by asking 
the same question about the U.S.S.R. and about the Red Chinese. 
What support does the Soviet Government provide to the Burmese 
Communist insurgents 4 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. I have, I can say, two facts. No. 1 fact, in 
1958, in January, Burma was visited by Soviet parliamentary 
delegation. 

One member of this delegation was Bodoshan Gafurov. He is 
member of central committee of Communist Party, and one of leaders 
of foreign section of central committee. 

I was assigned to be his interpreter by my intelligence boss. During 
his travels in Burma he met with the leader of above-ground Burmese 
Communist Party, National United Front, U Ba Nyein—they had 
two meetings. At one meeting Gafurov told this man U Ba Nyein 
“Please tell all our friends, especially, our comrades underground, 
that they should not mind our official position. That we are on their 
side. That we are going to give them all possible help and support.” 

Fact No. 2, in Soviet Embassy annual country report for 1959 on 
Burma in a chapter on proposals of the Embassy, there was one pro- 
posal, and this proposal was met. by Soviet Government—to increase 
help and support to Burmese above and underground Communist 
forces. 

Mr. Sourwtne. Now what support does the Chinese Communist 
Government provide to the Communist insurgents in Burma? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. Chinese first of all should support financially 
Burmese Communists. Not only financially, they supply them with 
needed arms and medical and other supply. They have very good 
opportunity to do this, as there is a constant flow of refugees from 
China to Burma. It was found that approximately 30 percent of 
those refugees are sent purposely to Burma. 

Then there is practically open border between Burma and China. 

Mr. Sourwine. You say 30 percent of the so-called refugees from 
China to Burma are actually Red Chinese agents ? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. Yes; that is stated in Burmese press. 





48853—59 3 











14 SOVIET INTELLIGENCE IN ASIA 


Mr. Sourwine. Now is there directly liaison between the Soviet 
Communists, the Moscow headqui ters and the Burmese i insurgents! 

Mr. Kasnakueyey. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Sourwine. Is there direct liaison between the insurgents and 
the Red Chinese Embassy ? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. I also don’t think so, because offici ally those 
Soviet Government and Chinese Government try to keep offic ‘lally 
good relations with legal Burmese Government. Soviet Government 
was interested in friendly neutrality of Burmese Government, legal 
Burmese Government, so we try to avoid open interference, 

Mr. Sourwine. I didn’t mean open liaison but I meant. actya] 
liaison. There must be actually liaison between the Red Chinese anq 
the Burmese insurgents if they are supplying them with money 
and arms and medic: ee and instructions and : ‘ders. 

Mr. Kasnakneyey. I don’t know about this. I don’t know whethe 
there may be hidden liaison that exists between the Chinese Embaggy 
and insurgents. There is no need for this open violation, because there 
are many, many more easier ways of communication between the Bur. 
mese Communists and I *eking. Quite recently one leader of Burmese 
Communists surrendered to the Burmese Government. 
returned from China. 

As for Soviet Embassy, I stress that Soviet Embassy tried to avoid 
any open interference to Burmese affairs. Indirectly, there was, of 
course, the supply of means. For instance, through newspapers, pub- 
lishing houses, and so forth. 

Mr. Sourwtne. What can you teli us of the Sino-Soviet use of the 
Burmese press ? 

Mr. Kasnakneyerv. One of my assignments with the Intelligence 
Service was the work with usage of Burmese press for Communist 
aims. Soviet Intelligence 1 regularly published in different Burmese 
publications provocative anti-American and anti-West articles. These 
articles were fabricated in Moscow, in KGB headquarters, sent to 
Burma on microfilms, then developed in Soviet Embassy. 

One intelligence officer was translating the text from Russian into 
English. Another officer was planting this material in Burmese press, 

Mr. Sourwine. When you say translated into English 

Mr. Kasnaknerey. From Russian into English. I know this be. 
‘ause sometimes 

Mr. SourwINe. Is the Burmese press printed in English ? 

Mr. Kasnaxneyev. No. They translate—when these articles were 
given to KGB-controlled Burmese press, they translated them from 
English into Burmese. In the next stage, when this article appeared 
in Burmese newspaper, it was my duty to check the Burmese text 
against Russian text, and then my corrections and corrected text were 
sent back to Moscow through TASS agence y. Then it was distributed. 
Then TASS agency distributed this material now as true stor Y, pub- 
lished in press throughout the world, especially in countries of special 
interest. 

Mr. Sourwine. This propaganda material was prepared in Mos- 
cow ¢ 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. And microfilmed ? 

Mr. KasNaAKHEYEV. Yes. 
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Mr. SouRWINE. The microfilm was sent to Burma ? 

Mr. KasNaKueyev. Yes. 

Mr. SouRWINE There was translated not directly into Burmese ? 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. No. 

Mr. Sourwine. But first into English ? 

Mr. KasNAKuHEYEV. First into E nglish. 

Mr. Sourwine. Then translated from the E nglish into Burmese ? 

Mr. KasNaAKHEYEV. By the newspapers. 

Mr. Sourwtne. By the newspapers ? 

Mr. KASNAKHEYEV. Yes; because newspapers can give some small 
variations and adopt, make their own style. 

Mr. Sourw1neE. Now you were competent to have translated directly 
from Russian into Burmese. You could have done that ? 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. No; I was not so competent. 

Mr. SouRWINE. You were not / 

Mr. KasNaAKHEYEV. I was not. In several cases my work was also 
to translate from Russian into English, where this officer was ill or 
was absent. So I know that it is microfilmed, that it is photocopied, 
that it is translated from Russian into English. 

Mr. Sourw1ne. Were you the only person in the Soviet Embassy in 
Rangoon who was thor oughly conversant with the Burmese language ? 

Mr. Kasnakheyev, this seems at variance with the usual Soviet 

licy of having competent language officers in their embassies. 
Why was it different in Burma, bec: ause of the difficulty of learning 
the language ? 

Mr. Kasnakuerery. Yes; because of difficulty of the language. 
First of all in the field of language, knowledge “of language, native 
languages, there were many people in Soviet E mbassy that studied 
Burmese, but after they finished their term of 2 or 3 years assignment. 
to Burma they were transferred to other countries. So they lost their 
knowledge. Second, they were not encouraged in studying Burmese, 
as all Soviet embassies work through E nglish. There is no necessity 
for studying Burmese. 

Mr. Sourwine. Does the Soviet international organization support 
or manipulate any of the newspapers in Rangoon ? 

Mr. KASNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. SourwinE. How many? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. I know directly that Soviet intelligence manip- 
ulated such newspapers as the Mirror, the Vanguard, the New Path, 
People’s Jour — and Dagon Publishing House. 

Mr. Sovrwrne. Those five public ations were manipulated by Soviet 
intelligence ? 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Are they so manipulated today ? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyrev. No; they are not so manipulated today as all 
these newspapers and publishing houses have been closed by present 
Burmese Government. 

Mr. Sourwine. How did the Soviet intelligence subvert these Bur- 
mese newspapers? How did they accomplish this subversion ? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyey. I think that Soviet intelligence had its agents 
among the staffs of those newspapers. 

Mr. SourwInE They actually infiltrated 

Mr. Kaswaxuerev. Yes. 
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Mr. SourwineE. This was a forged letter purporting to have been 
sritten by a U.S. admiral. 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourw1Ne. Offering support ? 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. To the Indonesian rebels ? 

Mr. KASNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. And this was prepared in Moscow ? 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. SourwineE. Microfilmed ? 

Mr. KASNAKHEYFV. Yes. 

Mr. SouRWINE. Sent to Burma ? 

Mr. KASNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Translated ? 

Mr. KASNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. SourwINE. Retranslated / 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr.Sourwine. Published in the Burmese newspapers ? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. Then it was sent back to Moscow and through 
TASS, through other Soviet propaganda organizations, and also 


through official diplomatic channels it was distributed around the 


world. 

Then it was republished in Indonesian press. 

Mr. Sovrwine. Not as something that originated in Moscow? 

Mr. KasNaKHEYEV. No. 

Mr. Sourwinr. But as something that originated in Burma? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. In Burma this article was published from our 
Djakarta correspondent and published in Burmese press. 

It was sent from our Djakarta correspondent to Moscow and from 
Moscow to our embassy in Rangoon. In Rangoon we planted it in the 
Mirror. It was then replayed in Indonesian press and attributed to 
the Mirror. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you know of any other outstanding instances of 
this? 

Mr. Kasnakuryrtyv. Yes. The most interesting one was an article 
about Indian Finance Minister Desai. It stated that the Indian 
Finance Minister on his visit to the United States in the fall of 1958 
got a bribe from the United States amounting to 2 or 3 million 
American dollars, in order to promote subversion of Indian neutrality 
and bring down Nehru government. 

That article was published—I don’t remember exact date—that 
article was published at the end of 1958 in the newspaper Vanguard. 
by the way, at the same time Soviet intelligence published the same 
uticle in another country. For instance, in India I know they used 
sich newspapers as Blitz and New Delhi Times. For instance, in 
New Delhi Times Soviet intelligence published an article that ac- 
cused—that was signed by the Delhi Times nonexistent Rangoc n cor- 
rspondent—and accused three Burmese newspapers, the Nation, the 
Reporter, and the Guardian, of working for the American Embassy, 
and accused one newspaper. the Nation, of getting a bribe from Ameri- 
an Embassy in Rangoon in amount of 34,000 American dollars for 
reporting, for making propaganda against Burmese policy of 
heutrality. 





Mr. Sourwive. You say this charge was fabricated in Moscow ? 
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Mr. Kasnakueyev. Yes. und 
Mr. Sourwine. And handled as you have explained ? tion 
Mr. Kasnakueyev. Yes; and it was published in New Delhi Time | 
Then from New Delhi Times it was through TASS transferred; | 
Burma and TASS representative in Burma. Kovtunenko his nayy | jn F 
was. He republished this article in his official TASS bulletin. He, A 


definitely the channel of distribution was found not very proper, tly | tive 
-Burmese newspapers charged this Kovtunenko with defamation ¢ | tive 
character, and there was a lawsuit. The Burmese court ordepy| in ' 
Kovtunenko to appear in court. Vol 
He refused and hid in Soviet Embassy. It was at the end of April A 

‘ Up to now Kovtunenko is hiding in the Soviet Embassy in Rangooy this 
Mr. Sourwine. He has been hiding since April? “| prot 
Mr. KasnaKHEYEV. Yes. M 
Mr. Sourwine. What are the principal propaganda themes of ty} use! 
Soviets in Burma? You mentioned one, and anti-Americanism, | tion: 
Mr. Kasnakueyey. Mainly anti-American. Soviet intelligence, | M 
all these articles as I remember were aimed at spoiling name of Unite) | _ratel 
States. For instance, I mentioned already there was a book that wy}  M 
published in Dagon Publishing House called “His Deeds.” M 
It described very vividly how Americans behave in Burma, thy! 100: 
they make espionage war, that they use for subversive activities their | and. 
economic adviser groups, that they have special radio installatigy| Di 
in Rangoon. Then it described that they have very bad morals, a gene 


so on. secre 


Mr. Sourwine. In their propaganda in and from Burma, to why! ad 
extent do the Communists use misinterpretation or slanting off actul| "pr 
events, and to what extent do they peddle straight lies? grou 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. I found that such forgeries as the Frost lettes| Adv: 
were not very many. During my work in this network, from ap} Rela 
proximately January 1958 up to February 1958 when these news| "sp 
papers were closed, there were published about 25 articles that passl| , Mi 
through me. | intel 

Mr. Sourwine. That is clear fabrications ? Ca 

Mr. KasnakueryeEv. Among these articles clear fabrications wer} gene 
may be 5 or 6, because even about this Indian Financial Minister wii| 
they told were rumors. appr 

Mr. Sourwrne. So misinterpretation and slanting is about 4 tol!} Fu 

Mr. KasnaKHEYEV. Yes. Mi 

Mr. Sourwrne. Over clear fabrication ? Mr 


ernm 
Mr 


hatur 


Mr. KasnakHeyev. Yes. | 

Mr. Sourwine. Were there others besides yourself in Soviet inte: 
higence in Burma? ; 

Mr. KasnakueyeEv. Yes, there was a group—there were four groups thing 
intelligence groups in Burma. Mr 

Mr. Sourwine. Tell us about that. _| Bacco 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. The first group I worked with was poi lated 


intelligence group. It was the most operational secret elite group. | ow 
rate 


even ¢ 
Mr 
Gover 


was told that it was responsible directly to the central committee 
Communist Party of the U.S.S.R. In this group chief was Iw 
Vozniy. His assistant was Boris Galashin that recruited me 
Moscow. Another assistant Igor Trushkovskiy. Galashin work 
under the cover of attaché of the Embassy. Trushkovskiy worltt 
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ynder the cover of All State Committee for Foreign Cultural Rela- 
tions abroad. ; 

Mr. Sourwine. That isthe Voks. 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes; Trushkovskiy was representative of Voks 
in Burma, and second secretary of the Embassy, and cultural attaché. 

Another member of this political intelligence group was representa- 
tive of Sovfilm Export. For a long time, for 3 years this representa- 
tive was Rogachev, that previously worked on the same assignment 
in Thailand. Then in beginning of 1959 he was replaced by 
Volozhanin. 

Another assistant was consular of the Embassy, Dityatev. And 
this intelligence group had its own codemaker, Kabin. Another 
group, intelligence group in Embassy is called Referantura. 

Mr. Sourwine. You speak of four intelligence groups. Do you 
use that word in the sense of separate organizations or merely as por- 
tions or segments of a single organization under central control ? 

Mr. Kasnakueyey. They have central control, but you work sepa- 
rately with their specific assignments. 

Mr. Sourwrine. You were telling us about Referantura. 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. Yes; this Referantura is under Department No. 
10 of Soviet Foreign Office. There is some sort of link between KGB 
and Foreign Office through Department No. 10. 

Different groups contribute to Referantura. One group is intelli- 
gence officers, officers such as Maksin, and Ambassador’s personal 
seretary Razvin, and technical personnel such as codemakers, typists, 
and the keepers of secret documents and guards. Another group is 
represented by a group of military attachés, GRU. And another 
group is engaged in economic intelligence from the Office of Economic 
Adviser which is directly responsible to State Committee for Economic 
Relations Abroad and from the office of trade representative that is 
responsible to Ministry of Foreign Trade of U.S.S.R. 

Mr. Sourwine. This indicates a wide spectrum of interest of Soviet 
intelligence in Burma. 

Can you tel] us what the various major objectives of Soviet intelli- 
gence in Burma were ? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. I think that main objectives can be said to be 
approximately the same as objectives that were assigned to me. 

First of all, it is to gather information, valuable information. 

Mr. Sourwine. What kind of information ? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. This is information of work of Burmese Govy- 
ernment departments, army and political parties. 

Mr. Sourwine. Did they have special objectives of an information 
nature or did they seek to gain all possible information about every- 
thing the Burmese Government was doing ? 

Mr. Kasnakueyerv. All documents, all this information that they 
succeeded to get that was in Burmese passed through me, as I trans- 
lated it from Burmese into Russian. What was in English, it came 
from me. I can judge that these agents of Soviet intelligence pene- 
trated different Burmese Government bodies, Government ministries, 
venarmy and different political parties. 


fr. Sourwine. They came in from all segments of the Burmese 
Government. 
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Mr. Kasnakueyrev. Yes, the second type of information wag jp. 
formation, rig and messages from Burmese Communist. Party. 

Mr. Sourwine. Then there were engaged in Soviet intelligence 
work in binaies a number of different kinds of people. You had 
Soviet diplomats? You had Soviet economic agents ? 

Mr. Kasnakneyev. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. You had cultural experts? 

Mr. KasnakHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. You had TASS correspondents ¢ 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwrne. You had agents who had directly infiltrated th 
Burmese Government ? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyey. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. You had agents who had infiltrated the press of 
Burma? 

Mr. KasnakHEYEV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Can you think of any other classes or groups of 
people who were working with Soviet intelligence in Burma / 

Mr. Kasnaxnerev. I don’t know ex: actly directly, but I can gues 
that Soviet intelligence very broadly used Indian community iy 
Burma and monks, Buddhist monks, monk organizations. 


Mr. Sourwine. They actually infiltrated the monk organizatio, | 


also, 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. Yes. There are many Buddhist monks orgaii- 
zations under control of Burmese Communists. 

Mr. Sourwine. This is not novel in that the Soviets seek to infil 
trate the functionaries of all religious groups, do they not? 

Mr. Kasnaxueryev. The monks organizations are political, monks 
are very big political ‘force in Burma. They try to control this fore, 
They control this force through their agents, not directly. I ea 
state here that Soviet embassies and Soviet personnel in Burma ar 
very numerous, but only few of them are real diplomats, very fev, 
It is practically from 20 people in political section there is only 
Ambassador, chancellor, second and third secretary that I found work 
for foreign office, have only diplomatic assignments, and they are noi 
directly connected with any intelligence groups. All others are pur 
intelligence officers also belong to different sections of KGB. 

Mr. Sourwine. And how many were those that you call all others! 
That is how many were there altogether in the Soviet Embassy, tle 
whole staff. 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. Soviet Embassy consists of political section, 
trade section, economic section, military section. 

Mr. Sovrwine. How many people altogether? Are there 20, of, 
100 4 

Mr. Kasnaxueyrv. I’msorry, I never count it. 

Mr. Sourwine. About how many ? 

Mr. Kasnakueryev. About 50, something like this, 40 to 50. 


Mr. Sovurwrne. Forty to fifty of whom four were actually engaged | 


in diplomatic work ¢ 
Mr. Kasnaxuerev. No: I stress in political section. I workel 
with political section cf Embassy. 
Mr. Sourwine. Four in the political section ? 
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Was In- ™ ° * 

Party. Mr. KasNaAkuHEYEV. There were approximately 20. From them only 
Ligence four were real diplomats. 
ou had Mr. Sourwine. You think this ratio held throughout the other 


| etions? 
Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Yes. 
Mr. Sourwine. Of the Embassy ? 
| Mr. Kasnakneyev. Yes, 
Mr. Sourw1neE. Do you know of any Soviet intelligence officers or 
| ators who were transferred from Burma to some other place? 
ted th | Mr. Kasnakueyev. No; I don’t know. Excuse me, I don’t under- 
stand your question. 
Mr. SourwrtneE. Do you know of any people who were working for 
ess of | Soviet intelligence in Burma who were transferred to work somew vhere 





se ¢ 
7 KasNAKHEYEV. Oh, no; I don’t know. I know that one was 
transferred after his work in Thailand. Then his replacement Volo- 
shanin was transferred to Burma after his work in India. He is head 
n cues | ofmilitary attaché department now. Popov was fora long time work- 
nity jy | ingin U nited States. 

: Vir. Sourwine. Did you while you were in Burma have any contact 
lization | With anv American Communists ? 

Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. No. 
organi. Mr. Sourwine. Were you or any one you knew required to spy on 
your friends ? 
0 infl. | Mr. Kasnaxuryev. Yes. I was assigned to spy on my friends, on 
| the Russians in Soviet Embassy and ‘Soviet colony. When I was 

monks | recruited, then directly in Burma I was ordered by ‘Chief of Intelli- 
s fore | gence tomake surv eillance upon three of my friends that lived together 

I em with me and shared my apartment. I couldn’t refuse to do it directly 
ma are | atthe first time, but next time when my Chief asked me what informa- 
ry fey,| tion I got, I told that I don’t know. IT was busy and with other assign- 
‘3 cal | ments I couldn’t do this. And he never renewed his demand for this 
awe | Iype of work. 
aré i {r. Sourwtne. To what extent did TASS representatives engage 
re pur in intelligence work ? a. 
B Mr. Kaswakurrev. I never seen TAAS representative in Office of 
others! | Political Intelligence Service Chief. But by nature of his work and 


Ups of 








sy, the | Opportunities, as a TASS representative, I can guess that he also 
“? "| participates in intelligence work. 
section, | But I never traced his direct connection. 
Mr. Sourwine. You spoke of Kovtinuenko. Was he a TASS man? 
20. th Mr. Kasnaknueyeyv. Yes, before him, for 3 or 4 years, Solyakov 
~***| worked as TASS representative in Rangoon. He was extremely 
active, traveled all over Burma, and I can more correctly say that he 
was Soviet agent. 
Mr. Sourwrne. Do you know of any other instances in which a 
neagel | TASS connection was used as cover for an intelligence agent? 
Taw | Mr. Kasnakuerrv. No. There is another group in Soviet Emb: assy, 
worke| information section represented by office of Sovinform Bureau. It 
_ Is headed by Prozor skov. That office published the Daily Bulletin 
and monthly magazine in Burmese. This office employed all Bur- 
mese employees who are members, open or hidden members of Bur- 
mese Communist Party, and leftist organizations. 
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Mr. Sourwine. That is all the Burmese who were employed by ty 
Embassy ? "an 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. Practically it is the only Burmese employed jy 
the Embassy. i 

In the Embassy proper or in political section there are no ep, 
ployees, Burmese employees. For a long time there was only oy 
employee. It was interpreter. He was arrested in April this yey 
for connections with underground. ; 

He was at the same time member of central committee of People 
Democratic Party, that was the most pro-Communist legal party, 

Mr. Sourwine. I understood you to say that most of the Burmey 
employees were secret members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. KasNaKHEYEvV. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. What employees did you mean? Employees of 
whom ? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. Mostly they are employees of that Sovinfor 
Bureau office. They are educators and interpreters and typists tha 
work in preparation of preparing bulletin and magazine. 

Mr. Sourwine. What sort of relations did the Soviet Embassy per. 
sonnel and technicians have with the Burmese people as individuals! 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. Relations? 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes. Did they fraternize with the Burmese people! 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. No; to this extent. That book, the “Ugh 


American,” was also a little false, not correct. Only intelligence off. | 


cers, operations of the Soviet intelligence officers have opportunity 
and obligation to keep constant contact with natives. And they keep 
contacts only with their agents, selected agents. 

Those contacts are more or less businesslike, not in terms of frater. 
nization. Other personnel, other Soviets in Burma are practically 
restricted from contacts with native population, and at the same time 
they showed no will to have these contacts. They make just so-called 
embassy life. It is policy—by the way, Soviet Government in general 
and Soviet Embassy in particular—to plant an idea that there is 
nothing interesting in Burma and the people are lazy, not cultured, 
and dirty. By the way, only a few people know the language. | 
was alone in knowing this Burmese language. I could speak. 

Mr. Sourwine. So that the Embassy people and the other Soviet 
people in Burma stayed to themselves. 

Mr. Kasnaxkeyev. Yes. 

Mr. Sourwine. Their own little group? 

Mr. KasnakuHeyev. Yes; even intelligence officers who have an obli- 
gation to make friends among Burmese, they don’t show interest in 
making real friends. 

Mr. Sourwine. What is the attitude of the Burmese people toward 
the Soviet representatives? Do they like them ? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. Personally I tried and I succeeded in making 
many friends in Burma. But in this making friends, I found very 
great difficulty, as I was member of staff of Soviet Embassy, had 
very, very many people just openly refuse to have anything in common 
with me. Some of them who agreed to meet me several times, they 
found that I was not really a Communist and did not try to use them 
for any activity. 


— 
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So they became my friends. But every Soviet in Burma is consid- 
med to be a Communist automatically connected with insurgents, 
yitomatically to be spy. In April of this year I traveled in Amhurst 
jon in Burma. It wasavery small place. 

[ was together with one of my Burmese friends. We were looking 
for house to spend 2 or 3 nights. We were admitted to one house. 
jt was house of local pilot. This local pilot returned next day and 
shen he asked me who I am and where I am from and learned that 
[am from the Soviet Embassy, he told, “Take your things and get 
away immediately.” And together with him were several people. 
They don’t know that I spoke Burmese. They were speaking Bur- 
mese among themselves, said, “Oh, Soviets, insurgents, Communists, 
spies.” and so on. ‘This is very characteristic, especially after Kov- 
tuenko case, Strygin case. 

Mr. Sourw1neE. You haven't told us about that. 

Mr. KasnakuHeEyYeEv. Yes. He was former head of military attaché 
oroup, and as far as I know, after my case, this attitude of Burmese 
opis towards Soviets deteriorated considerably. os 
Even Communists, even pro-Soviet elements look very suspiciously 
at all Soviets. I found very great setback in relation, in attitude of 
Burmese peoples toward Soviets after Hungarian revolution. By the 
way Soviet Embassy does not have good relations even with left- 
ists, members of leftist parties. Usually they consider members of 
leftists parties are agents or they are like themselves slaves. For 
instance, in the office of Sovinform Bureau, Chief of Office, treated 
his employees in very bad way. He made scenes at them, he expelled 
them, and even often his employees complained to me and asked me 
to report to Ambassador about this man. 

Interpreter in political section, I already talked about him, he 
was arrested. He was member of central committee of one of the— 
the leaders of the Communist Party in Burma. He was treated very 
badly by Ambassador, and he was practically expelled from Embassy 
because he was so busy, preoccupied with his political work that he 
could not do his Embassy work properly. 

Ambassador practically expelled him from Embassy, and he got 
me to have three or four private talks with the Ambassador asking 
him to raise his salary. 

Mr. Sourwine. You spoke of Colonel Strygin; exactly what hap- 
pened tohim? Was he forcibly removed ? 

Mr. Kasnaxneyev. Colonel Strygin was forcibly sent from Burma 
on May 3, it was big case. 

Mr. Sourwine. He was ejected by the Burmese Goverment? 

Mr. Kasnaxueryey. No. Colonel Strygin had big troubles with 
other Soviet personnel in Embassy. I don’t know substance of his 
troubles, but definitely he had big troubles with his assistant, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Ivanov. On April 27 or 28 this Strygin was severely 
criticized at Communist Party meeting at Embassy. Strygin told 
that, admitted his big mistakes. I don’t know substance of these mis- 
takes. I saw official report of that meeting. He admitted that he made 
many mistakes. He asked party members to pardon him. He said 
that he was very ill. He really had very serious heart troubles, and 
he said that he already applied for Moscow headquarters to take him 
back to Moscow. 
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Nevertheless after the statement, Ambassador, Soviet Embaggsy 
bassador said that Colonel Strygin instead of promising us to chayp 
his attitude to work and improve work of his office, was making pay 
meeting hysterical behaved like a women, and that it is not Prope 
action, 

Three hours after that party meeting Strygin tried to commit 
cide by swallowing overdose of sleeping pills. He was admitted, 
Rangoon Hospital where he was followed by two Russian attend 
When he returned to consciousness he started shouting in Englig 
asking medical personnel to summon representative of Burmese ji 
and Burmese intelligence. 

He accused his Russian attendants of being traitors, that. they Way 
to kill him. Burmese personnel, medical personnel thought th 
Strygin was mad, with some sort of nervous breakdown, and the 
even ignored his demand to invite the Chief of Burmese Intelligeng 
although Strygin told them the phone number of the Chief of By 
mese Intelligence. 

Approximately at midnight, Strygin pretended to be calm and }j 
Russian attendants went to sleep or lost consciounsness. They wep 
not so attentive. Suddenly he jumped from his bed and sprang fr 
window and ran to place where there were Burmese guards in hospital 

Nevertheless he was followed by Burmese personnel and returns 
back to Soviets. He was sent to his home where he was kept undg 
24-hour guard, and then he was sent. forcibly by plane to China. 

Mr. Sourwine. The Soviets sent him ? 

Mr. Kasnakneryev. Yes; by Chinese Communist plane. It was yer 
big operation of sending Strygin away. Soviet Embassy, Soviet ij 
telligence anticipated that Burmese and the American, would try ty 
help Strygin to defect, so Soviet Embassy sent approximately 30 ma 
to airport to guard Strygin from car to plane. There also was fight 
ing, fight between these Russians, and Burmese correspondents. 

All this operation was arranged in very close contact with the Chi 
nese Embassy. A special Chinese plane was chartered, and Strygi 
was accompanied on the plane to China by the Chinese militay 
attaché. 

Mr. Sourwixe. What happened to him after he got to Red China; 
clo you know ? 

Mr. Kasnaxueyev. I know he was followed to China from Burm 
by Consul Dityatev, and Embassy Doctor Komarova. He was aly 
followed by his assistant Samokhin. He didn’t return to Burma bit 


AN 


the others returned after 1 week. They looked quite happy and [sar | 


them just immediately after their arrival. 

I couldn’t trace any indication that they had some trouble. I dont 
know what exactly happened to Strygin. 

Mr. Sourwine. Within the Soviet Embassy what sort of relations 


existed between the personnel of the Embassy and their wives ant | 


supervisors 
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Mr. Kasnaxueryev. I think it will be interesting to say what rel 


tions are between intelligence group I worked in and Ambassador. 
Mr. Sourwine. Go ahead, 
Mr. Kasnaxneyev. These relations are very far from being goo 
and cooperative. For instance, I was prohibited to tell Ambassador 
about. my intelligence assignment. Ambassador doesn’t know about 
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cork of intelligence group. — He is not admitted to documents obtained 
and material obtained by this group. Practically, Ambassador is con- 
jdered by this intelligence group as some sort of next level under 
them. : : a : 
In several instances it happened that Ambassador invited me to his 
fice and humbly asked me to sometimes show documents and trans- 
jate for this group. 

[know that reports are regularly sent on behavior of Ambassador 
and his deeds and so on by this intelligence group. 

Several times Ambassador asked me, officially I was his employee, 
je was my Official chief, he ordered, not asked but ordered me to meet 
this or that man or to do some work, to visit some organization, to 
transfer them official letter from Moscow and to write report after 
that. But I was from the very beginning ordered by intelligence 
group to report my talk to Ambassador to my intelligence chief, and 
my order Ambassador gave to me. Approximately 90 percent of 
orders of Ambassador were liquidated by my intelligence chief. He 
told “Don’t do this, tell that you couldn’t meet them, let him work 


himself.” | ge | 
Mr. Sourw1nE. What is the Communist National United Front in 
Burma ? 


Mr. KasNAKHEYEV. Communist National United Front is leftist 
organization or legal representative of underground Communist Par- 
ties, National United Front consists—is not so united as the name 
ays. It consists of several factions. But all these factions are very 
close, and they can be considered as legal Communist Parties. They 
arecontrolled and subsidized as I already told by Soviet and Chinese 
Embassy. 

Mr. Sourwine. Is it a fair statement that the two best tools of the 
Communists in Burma is the Communist National United Front? 

Mr. KaAsNAKHEYEV. Yes; nowadays all Communist forces in Burma 
plus Soviet and Chinese Communists put all efforts in support of 
the NUF. 

Mr. Sourwine. Do you consider that there is an imminent danger 
of aCommunist take over in Burma? 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. I think that this danger is very great. 

If the Communists come to power in Burma it will be very great 
harm to cause of free world. It will be very harmful in all because 
it will threaten truly neutral governments in the whole area. The 
first threat will be to India, Cambodia, Ceylon, and Indonesia. 

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions of this 
witness, 

Weare of course grateful to you for coming to talk to us. 

Mr. Kasnakueyev. Thank you. 

Mr. Sourwine. Yes, we appreciate what you have done very much. 

Idon’t have anything else. We will close the hearing. 

(Whereupon, at 12 :20 p.m., the hearing was adjourned.) 


x 





